Message

From: Karen Hammerstrom [Hammerstrom.KarenLNDU @ usepa.onmicrosoft.com]

Sent: 4/18/2011 4:06:43 PM

To: Flowers, Lynn [fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1a4411c874d041b9%a8badfc32b91bd70-Flowers, Lynn]

CC: lones, Samantha [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=eac77fe3b20c4667b8c534c90c15a830-Jones, Samanthal; Debra Walsh
[Walsh.DebralNDU®@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Birchfield, Norman [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative
Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT}/cn=Recipients/cn=c910f2fd28414e819bbafe6dda525e9f-Birchfield, Norman]; Sams,
Reeder [/fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7d5b479ccd894cea99ae55df20de6971-Sams, Reeder]; Vandenberg, lohn
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=dcae2b98a04540fb8d099f9d4dead690-Vandenberg, John]; Cogliano, Vincent
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=51f2736376ac4d32bad2fe7cfef2886b-Cogliano, Vincent]

Subject: Re: just checking---did we send the 'courtesy" emails to the ARs and IARS re: methanol {noncancer) going to EPR?

Oops. |thought you wanted me to draft the note. | can send this one.

Karen A. Hammerstrom

Deputy Director, Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Research and Development

National Center for Environmental Assessment (8601-P)
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20460

Telephone: 703 347 8642

Fromy Lynn Flowers/DC/USEPA/US

To: Samantha Jones/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Karen Hammerstrom/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Debra
Walsh/RTP/USEPA/US@EPA, Norman Birchfield/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Reeder Sams/RTP/USEPA/US@EPA,
vandenberg.john@epa.gov, Vincent Cogliano/DC/USEPA/US@EPA

Date 04/18/2011 12:01 PM

Subiest: Re: just checking—-did we send the 'courtesy” emails to the ARs and IARS re: methanol (noncancer) going to EPR?

Let's send an email to the ARs and 1ARs indicating that the FRN is being published today. | thought that we had agreed to
do this and that there was a drafted email, but can't find it!

I quickly edited the press release to come up with something.....could do the same for the |1ARers. We could also attache
the actual press release because | am sure that we will get asked about it......| cut and pasted it below. John and Reeder,
what do you think?

Lynn

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Attached below is the press release for your information:

CONTACT:

Mollie Lemon (News Media Only)
lemon.mollie@epa.gov
202-564-2039

Personal Email / Ex. 6 E

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 11, 2011

EPA Announces Plan of Action to Address Four IRIS
Assessments

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced today its plan to address the four draft
Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) assessments that were placed on hold in June 2010, pending a review of some
of the underlying studies relied on in the assessments. EPA conducts IRIS assessments to determine the potential impact
of specific chemicals on people’s health. The four assessments are methanol, methyl tertiary-butyl ether (MTBE), ethyl
tertiary-butyl ether (ETBE), and acrylonitrile. Methanol is used in paints, varnishes, wiper fluid and adhesives. MTBE and
ETBE are gasoline additives and acrylonitrile is used in the manufacture of certain plastics.

EPA held the assessments because of a report written by the National Toxicology Program (NTP), a program
administered by the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS). The report outlined a review of research
completed by the Ramazzini Institute, a lab in Italy that conducts animal testing to evaluate the potential cancer-causing
effects of chemicals. The report discussed findings from an NTP assessment of an animal study on methanol and
recommended that further pathology reviews be carried out to resolve differences of opinion between NTP scientists and
the Ramazzini Institute in the diagnoses of certain cancers reported in the study.

Out of an abundance of caution and to ensure the agency’s chemical assessments are grounded in the soundest possible
science, EPA undertook a thorough review of all ongoing and previous chemical assessments to determine which, if any,
relied substantially on cancer testing from the Ramazzini Institute. EPA found six assessments, four of which were in draft
form and put on hold pending further review.

EPA and NIEHS decided to jointly sponsor an independent Pathology Working Group (PWG) review, in cooperation with
the Ramazzini Institute, of selected studies, including the methanol cancer assessment study. The review has begun and
will continue over the next several months. The results will be made public and the cancer assessment for methanol will
remain on hold until its completion.

The non-cancer health effects resulting from exposure to methanol are not under review. Therefore, the draft assessment
of methanol - IRIS Methanol Toxicological Review (Non-Cancer) — will be released shortly for public comment and peer
review. (More information on the peer review of the non-cancer methanol assessment is available on the IRIS website).

The Ramazzini Institute diagnosed leukemias and lymphomas in studies of MTBE and ETBE, and found other tumors in
studies of acrylonitrile, MTBE and ETBE. The PWG review of these studies will inform the interpretation of the tumor
findings for those three IRIS assessments; however, based on other available data, EPA has determined that reliance on
Ramazzini Institute study results is not necessary to continue with assessment development for MTBE, ETBE and
acrylonitrile, including an assessment of cancer risks. Therefore, work on the assessments for the three chemicals will
continue during the PWG review.

When the four assessments — methanol, MTBE, ETBE, and acrylonitrile — were put on hold in June 2010, two completed
and publicly posted assessments — vinyl chloride and 1,1-dichloroethylene — were also identified as relying substantially
on Ramazzini data. EPA will evaluate the results of the PWG review to inform conclusions about Ramazzini Institute
tumor findings for these two assessments.
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More information on the non-cancer methanol assessment. hitp://www.epa.gov/iris/

Lynn Flowers, PhD, DABT

Acting Associate Director for Health

National Center for Environmental Assessment
Office of Research and Development

U.S. EPA

Mailing address:

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (8601P)
Washington, DC 20460

Phone: 703-347-8537

FAX: 703-347-8699

Physical location:

Two Potomac Yard (North Building)
2733 S. Crystal Drive

Arlington, VA 22202

From Samantha Jones/DC/USEPA/US

To Karen Hammerstrom/DC/USEPA/US

e Lynn Flowers/DC/USEPA/US, Debra Walsh/RTP/USEPA/US@EPA, Norman Birchfield/DC/USEPA/US@EPA,
Reeder Sams/RTP/USEPA/US@EPA, vandenberg.jochn@epa.gov, Vincent Cogliano/DC/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 04/18/2011 09:12 AM

Subiest: Re: just checking—-did we send the 'courtesy” emails to the ARs and IARS re: methanol (noncancer) going to EPR?

We told the Agency Reviewers at the recent meeting for Libby cancer that the methanol noncancer assessment would be
going out soon but | don't think we mentioned a specific day.

FROT Karen Hammerstrom/DC/USEPA/US
o Lynn Flowers/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
oo Debra Walsh/RTP/USEPA/US@EPA, Norman Birchfield/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Reeder

Sams/RTP/USEPA/US@EPA, Samantha Jones/DC/USERPA/US@EPA, vandenberg.jochn@epa.gov, Vincent
Cogliano/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
Date 04/18/2011 09:06 AM

~

aaubjécf:: Re: just checking—-did we send the 'courtesy” emails to the ARs and IARS re: methanol (noncancer) going to EPR?

The Federal Register Notice should publish today. Crystal took it to the FRO on April 13. | didn't send out an e-mail to
the agency reviewers regarding methanol and checking the Lotus Notes IAR database, no note has gone to the
interagency reviewers.

Karen A. Hammerstrom

Deputy Director, Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Research and Development

National Center for Environmental Assessment (8601-F)
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
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Washington, DC 20460

Telephone: 703 347 8642

From Lynn Flowers/DC/USEPA/US

T Vincent Cogliano/DC/USEPA/US@EPRA, Norman Birchfield/DC/USEPA/US@EPRA, vandenberg.john@epa.gov,
Debra Walsh/RTP/USEPA/US@EPA, Samantha Jones/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, hammerstrom.karen@epa.gov,
Reeder Sams/RTP/USEPA/US@EPA

04/18/2011 08:44 AM

just checking-—did we send the 'courtesy” emails to the ARs and IARS re: methanol (noncancer) going to EPR?

| think the FRN goes out today, right?

Lynn Flowers, PhD, DABT

Acting Associate Director for Health

National Center for Environmental Assessment
Office of Research and Development

U.S. EPA

Mailing address:

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (8601P)
Washington, DC 20460

Phone: 703-347-8537

FAX: 703-347-8699

Physical location:

Two Potomac Yard (North Building)
2733 S. Crystal Drive

Arlington, VA 22202
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